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. wriHngs as well, he divided Arabic 1anguage into three main 
categaries: Poetry, Prose 六 Quran. He emphasised that 
terary critcism can be applied only to the sayings of 
authors but it is not applicable at all to the revelation form 
God Almighty. 

It iS my standpoint that all aspects of Taha Hussein's 
writings should be honestHy presented in (this occasion。 
insofar as we have extreme views regarding him. As is 
evident in the reviews of his writings, (here are two 4Ypes 
of atHitndes, either against him ar applauding him. 


T would Hike to conclude with the following queSttons: 
Why was he interested in the history of Hslam rather 
than Islam itself as a religion ? 

Ts that because he recognized that writing in this field 
will make him subject to criticism by al-Azhar and will give 
its scholars the chance to attack him? Or is it because his 
belief was not in conformity with the widely held views Of 
the general public at the time? 


These questions need further investigation. 


YY 
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Third: He deals with the successors and Companions of 
the Prophet as they were poets and writers,and Writes 
about them in an ironic style. Those Companions are highly 
respected in Arabic sources and by all Musims. What is 
acceptable in studying Hterary men iS not easily accepted in 
writing about the reverend fieures in Islamic history. In his 
book "the Greater Sedition" he underestimafed a number 
of highly respected Companions of the Prophet and 
described them as mere polticians in search of authority. 


To be fair, 】 should mention that Taha Hiussein did not 
continue to adhere many of the ideas he accepted earlier 
in his life. He was brave enough to declare that he gaVe UP 
some of them. fm 1953 he published an article in 4/- 
Gz7zo772 Saying that he had deep respect for Al-Azhar and 
its people whom he considered as intimate friends ofhim. 
In his lectures at the university in 1957, and in some of his 


ーー 一 ーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーーー す oo 


scholars regarding the fundamentals of Islam, and that their 
diversity is only in minor iSsues. 


As the book began with a biography of the Prophet。 it 
turned back to the history of the reign of Omar and the 
expansion of the Musiim state. He does not forget to : 
mention the Greater Sedition and deals ewith the Islamic 
sects in brief and explains that they were the natural 
outcome of fanaticism, 


Taha Husseim was accused of three mnajor (himgs : 


First: Some of the ideas he adopted were rather 
Shockine to many specialists and the general public as well. 
He viewed religion as a social phenomenon rather than a 
revealation from God, and claimed that religious laws may 
not be suitable or appropriate for modern civiHzation. He 
repeatedly stressed that (Qur'am is not the authorized source 
for ancient history and like any other text。 it could be 
subject to Hiterary criticisrn. Furthermore, he believed that 
there was no compelling need for religious education. 


Second: He does not mention his sources and therefore 
the informafion he gives iS not documenfed. This may be 
accepted from a visually impared man but what is not 
acceptable is the fact that he did not make a distmcton 
between accurate SOurces and inaccurate Ones. In many 
cases he ignored the authoritative ones intentonally to 
prove his views and attitudes. ' 


YYA 


とう bdJl ELelluue| 


It is noteworthy that in all of these books he does not 
give a detailed biography or history, but a selection of 
events and personal characteristics and atttudes showing 
the age and the environment in which they jived. HHis 
biographies are historic narratives and not real historY. 


In most of his books history and Iiterature are 
commbined together. His manipulation of history is more or 
]ess the same as that of writing novels. The exception is the 
two volumes dealing with the "Greater Sedition" in which 
he minimized his Hiterary style and concentrated on 
analyzing CVentS. 


The only work that can be classified under lslamic 
rehgion is the "Mirror of ISlam" in its second part where 
the author specifies the two main sources Of religion, 
namely the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Prophet. 
He does emphasize that the Quran did not come to discredit 
the New or the Old Testament but to accept them as true and 
to add to them. He also presents the miraculous。 
inimntabiity and wondrous nature of the Holy Quran and 
g1VeS exammples of such nature. 


Dealing with the traditions of the Prophet as the second 

> SourCce Of Islam, he explains that the Prophet was a tutor and 
legislator and was the first one to interpret the (Ouran. He 
made it clear that there iS no confiict between Muslim 


This notion is expressed by Taha Hussein in an aiticle, 
pubhshed in 1910 in 4/-/7z7722 newspaper, where he writes: 
"Faith is not a gift that could be given or restored by any 
humnan being. Only God, in Islam, has such right". 


Keeping his creed aside、one can easily discern that 
Taha Hussein's Islamic writings are mainly on Islamic 
history and biography. These writings led to considerable 
debates in the Egyptian cultural jife. Once any of his books 
was published, many reviews apDpeared in newsDapers and 
magazines. Let us have a gimpse on sorne of these books. 


jn the frrst part of his book "Mirror of Hslam" he 
introduced some sort of biography of Prophet Muhammad. 
He also published a book enttled "Ala amish al-Sirah' in 
which he wrote short stories about the Arabs in pre-Islamnic 
age and the childhood of the Prophet. In its introduction, he 
stated that it is not real history or biography of the Prophet 
and some of his distinguished Companions, it is rather 
fiction built upon historical events. 


Im addition, he wrote about the first two successors of 
the Prophet。 namely Abo Bakr and Omar in a book entitled 
"al-Shaykhan". im his book "The Greater Sedition" he 
deals with the third Caiiph Othman in one volume and with 
the fourth Caiiph Ali in another volume. In "The Divine 
Promise" once more he tackles the rise of Islam and, in 
brief, the era of the four successors of the Prophet. 
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conflict with the relipious insHtuntion never meant a conflict 
with Islam. We have to bear in mind that he had learnt the 
Holy Qur'an by heart in his childhood and spent many years 
Studying in al-Azhar, and his writings about Islam showed 
hgh respect of the Ouran and the traditions of Prophet 
Muhammad. 


Taha Hussein is widely known as "Dean of Arabic 
Literatnre"。partly because most of his writings are on 
Arabic Iterature, and partly because he indulged himself in 
many Hterary battles. However, it is not fair to confine him 
only to the field of literature, simply because he was a 
prolefic writer in many fields such as history, education, 
classics。.. etc. His Ph.D. thesis in France was not i 
Hiterature but on the social philosophy of Ibn Khaldun, the 
founder of Sociology. When he was first appointed in the 
Egyptian University in 1919, he was teaching ancient 
history, Greek and Roman. After 6 years, in 1923 he moved 
to the Department of Arabic language and literature where 
he spent the rest of his academnic life. 


Before deaHing with his Islamic writings, let me stress 
that ! am not going to touch upon his creed although most of 
those who opposed him put such a creed into question. No 
one, as 1 behieve, has the right to judge the creed of others, 
simply because it is individualistic relationship between 
man and God. 
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Islam in Taha Hussein's Writings 


There iS nodoubt that Taha Hussein is one of the most 
eminent Arab writers and intellectuals in the first half of the 
twentieth century. THhis is due to many factors, out of which 
is his conflicting attitudes with al-Azhar, the oldest and 
most important Islamic insitution not only in Egypt。 but all 
over the Hslamic world. To understand this, we should keep 
in mind that studying in Al-Azhar was the only way for a 
visually impared person to get public education in Egypt at 
the nme. His major concern was to obtain an academic 
degree from al-Azhar and to be one of its scholars. Failing 
to achieve this, he felt some sort of injustice, and hence he 
publshed many articles criticizing the curricula and 
methods of teaching in al-Azhar focusing on two main 
things : the inaccurate information found in some textbooks 
and the ambiguity of their language. For instance, in an 
artcle published in a widely spread Egyptan newspaper 人 A/- 
Gz7zo772 in 1955, he avowed that: "The Scholars of Al- 
Azhar confine science and relipgion to the very narrOw 
boundaries of the books they read,。 while science and 
relgion exceed these boundaries". 


Besides, he raised intense argument and hosthity against 
a-Azhar and many other traditionalists when he published 
his book on "Pre-Islamic Poetry" which was seen as highly 
controversial among the poltical and literary circles. The 
book was banned but later pubHished with shght 
modification in its htle. It should be emphasized here that 
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